                                                                          
Dance Tech Studios
79 South Lake St.

Forest Lake, MN 55025

dancetechstudios.com
651-464-4449 (Forest Lake)
320-629-6110 (Pine City)
Dear Dancer,

I would like to welcome and congratulate those dancers who are new to our competition groups and also those who will be returning for the 2008-09 season.  It’s going to be an incredible year!

We have over 80 dedicated dancers that participate in our competition groups.  We take pride in our students and the dance education we provide. Dance Tech receives acknowledgement across the country for our routines, our talented dancers as well as the level of respect our dancers give to other dancers and their instructors. Our competition group dancers compete in regional and national competitions, our holiday show, annual recital, as well as public performances.  Their love of dance, their commitment to themselves, their teammates and to Dance Tech is rewarded by the hundreds of awards they receive each year.  We are extremely proud of our competition groups and are so glad you are a part of them!  We hope this brochure will answer all of the questions you may have, but if it doesn’t, please feel free to contact us at any time.
Dear Parent,

Welcome to the DT competition group family, and thank you for allowing us to be part of yours.  We take very seriously the responsibilities you have entrusted to us.  We realize that one of the reasons you have chosen to be a part of a competition group is the success that DT has had in the past.  The dance skills your child learns while being a part of a competition group is just a small part of their education.   I cannot stress enough the importance of this program and its disciplines in creating well rounded young adults.  The values and life’s lessons learned from it will carry over into all aspects of these dancer’s personalities. Teamwork, self discipline, goal setting, work ethics, and learning to be a good winner and a good loser are just some of the lessons they will learn.  These are things they will carry with them throughout their lives.  We thank you for your continual support of Dance Tech and are very proud to have you as part of the Dance Tech family. We hope this brochure will answer all of the questions you may have, but if it doesn’t, please feel free to contact us at any time.
Sincerely,

Robin Lind/ owner-director

“Dare to be Remarkable”
GENERAL INFORMATION
COMPETITIONS:

Groups will participate in the number of competitions stated in the group descriptions.  ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY.   As a dedicated dancer/parent you are expected to plan your vacations around these dates.  Students MUST attend class the week before a competition. The competition schedule is below, please keep all these dates open for now. 
Statewide- Monticello High School-January 24 & 25: for solos, duos, trios, or Diamond groups we feel may be ready.
Talent on Parade-Northrop- March 27-29: ALL Competition groups
Legacy- Olsen Middle School-Blooming- April 17-19  Tour & Diamond groups
Masquerade--State Theatre-May 1-3 ALL Competition groups
Symposium- MPLS. Convention Center- May 9-10: ALL Competition groups
NATIONALS:

Talent on Parade-Des Moines, IA- June 16-21
Masquerade- Excel Center- July 7-12: 

Symposium-Rochester Convention Center-July 16-19: 
Please book your hotel rooms now for these dates as many hotels are filling quickly!!  For all of you new to competition…I have absolutely no control over the schedule for competitions.  If you know you have something else scheduled on a competition weekend, we can try to attach a request to the entry forms.  Please turn in this request with your comp. fees.  We do not receive the schedule until approximately one week prior to the competition.  As soon as we get it I will pass the info onto you.

COMPETITION FEES:

All competition fees are due 7 weeks before the competition.  A reminder sign will be posted on the info board prior to the deadline, as well as an email reminder sent out.  There is a $5.00 per dance late fee for any fees not paid by deadline.  You are responsible for filling out forms if your child is involved in a solo, duo, or trio, groups forms will be filled out by the studio.
WORKSHOPS

Dance Workshops or conventions are a great way to add excitement, passion and advanced learning to your child’s dance education. There will be several opportunities to attend workshops in the cities throughout the year. Due to the economy…This year we are not requiring any dancers to take workshops.  We will only recommend that they do. The workshops are taught by some of the best instructors in the country, many have worked with celebrities either as a dancer or choreographer. Some are held in the cities, others we bring right to you! 
COSTUME DEPOSITS:

All costume deposits are due by December 1st.  You may make these in installments or in one payment.  Whatever is most convenient for your budget. Reminder that these are just deposits, costumes could cost more or less.  You account will be charge/credited for any remaining amount.  The amounts are as follows:

Lines: $150   


 Tour groups: $300                            Diamond groups: $125 for each dance
SHOES & TIGHTS:

Shoes will vary per line.  We will inform you of styles/colors as soon as their costumes are selected.  In the meantime you need to have ballet, tap and some sort of jazz shoe or foot thong for class.  Each dancer should have shoes that worn only in class.  Your competition shoes should be worn for competition only.  Tap shoes can be worn for both. Students will be given & charged for 2 pairs of each kind of tights that are needed.  Any unopened tights may be turned in after nationals for a full refund or credit.
DRESS CODE:

Rehearsal classes: any type of dance clothes that allow the instructor to see their body lines.  This is important in correcting technical errors.  Hair must be up and away from face.  You must have the proper shoes for each class you are involved in…tap shoes for tap class, ballet shoes for ballet class, etc…

Ballet classes: black leotard, pink tights, pink ballet shoes, hair in a bun-no exceptions.  Black ballet skirt-optional

                        Boys: black jazz pants or shorts, white tank top, black ballet shoes, dance belt-optional

HAIR REQUIREMENTS:

Hair should be shoulder length.  This allows the dancer to fit hair into a bun, low ponytail, or any other required hairstyle.  This allows dancers to have a unison look for their routines, which is very important.
LINE PLACEMENT:

Based on your dancer’s performance and attitude in class, lone placement will be made from the following criteria:

· dedication, knowledge of choreography and attendance

· attitude and respect

· technique (timing, sharpness, flexibility)

· Showmanship (facial expression, emotion, energy, etc…)                                     

Decisions are made during choreography, but changes may be made as necessary.  We make every effort to highlight all dancers in their own special way.  Decisions are final.  Questions about your dancer should be addressed to the instructor only.

PRACTICE AUDIO CD’S:

Each dancer is required to practice. Students will be provided a CD in class.  Price is included in your monthly tuition.

VIDEO TAPING:

We strongly recommend video taping your child’s dances every week until the choreography is done.  After that, once per month is adequate.  This is for all age groups and levels of competition.  Video taping is best done the last 10 minutes of class. Please inform your child’s instructor at the beginning of class that you would like to video tape. 

PERFORMANCES:

All competition dancers are expected to be at all competitions, recitals, holiday shows and any public performances. Not attending will result in 2 demerits.
ADDITIONAL EXPENSES:

Possible additional expenses that may occur: workshops, hotel stays, meals during competitions, tights, shoes

NSF CHARGES:

There is a $25 fee for returned checks.

ONLINE PAYMENTS:

You can now make payments online!  We are so pleased to finally be able to do this!  You may pay for tuition, costume, deposits, shoes, etc… However, if you would like to pay your competition fees, there will be a small fee added for this service, being as this money does not go to the studio, but to the competition.  Please let us know if you would like to pay your comp. fees online, so that we may set up a pay button for you. 
COMMUNICATION:

The most important thing!!  We try our very best to communicate all the information you need to know.  Many times students do not give you the information sent home; please ask them weekly if there are any notes.  The best way to ensure you get all the information you need is to make sure we have your email address.  If you have not received emails from us this summer, please email us robinlind@dancetechstudios.com  so that we can get you on our email list.  We will email all important information to you.  Also, check the website and info boards as often as you can.

STUDIO HOLIDAYS: No dance on the following days
-MEA: October 16-18
-Halloween: October 31

-Thanksgiving: November 26-30
-Christmas: December 22-January 4, classes resume on January 5.    

-Spring Break: Forest Lake Studio- March 9-14            
-Memorial Day: May 25
-Pictures:  Forest Lake- May 11-13     Pine City- May 14
*Please check on the dance calendar on the website for updates and for any other important dates.
Demerit Policy: 

This year we will be continue with our demerit policy. Students will receive a demerit for not abiding by all the rules stated in this booklet. Students will be allowed a total of 5 demerits.  Once a student is at 3 demerits, there will need to be a parent/student conference, to discuss any issues at hand.  Any student with 5 demerits will be removed from the competition lines for the remainder of the season, but is welcome to try out the following year.   If you are someone who is not dedicated to dance enough to abide by the above rules, then we feel that you are probably not someone that should be competing.  Competition is not for everyone, but for those dancers who want to be the best they can be and discipline themselves in most areas of their lives.
COMPETITION DANCER & PARENT RULES
DEDICATION TO DANCE:

Dedication means that dance takes priority over extra-curricular activities.  Your dancer cannot contribute 100% to their group if they are involved in too many extra activities.  There are bound to be conflicts and you and your dancer must decide which is more important.  We expect a firm commitment from you and your dancer throughout the entire dance season.

ABSENTEEISM: 

100% effort-meaning perfect attendance is expected as much possible.  If your dancer is sick but still can sit in on the class we would appreciate them doing so.  Being at class is almost as beneficial as being in class.  Missing class means missing choreography, changes, technique lessons, etc…  If you must miss, you must inform us, and you will also be responsible for learning any missed material before you attend your next class.  This will ensure that the class will continue progressing at a successful rate. Students will receive one demerit for each unexcused absence.
Unexcused: Vacations, non-related school activities not affecting grades, such as school trips, homecoming, etc…

Excused: Severe illness, death in the family, school activities that affect grades

Students must attend class the week before a competition or they will have the option of not competing or receiving 2 demerits.  Competition fees are non-refundable.

GENERAL RULES:
-Students must know all choreography.  Occasionally the instructors may pop a test on them.  Please be prepared.

-Students must practice.  This is mandatory!! This does not only mean your dances, but your technique also.   We will be discussing things you need to work on, and things you are excelling at.  Students must have a small notebook in their dance bag at all times.  This will be used to keep track of things they need to work on, special exercises, and new dance terms that they learn.

-Student may not smoke, drink, or use any form of illegal drugs of any kind.  If you are caught using, or if it is reported to us that you are using, you will be put on a 1 week suspension (2-3 absences), if caught again you will be removed from the group.

-You must be a good representative of Dance Tech at all times: no foul language, no gossiping, talking bad about other students or instructors, must behave appropriately, support your team mates at all times, be positive.  

-Respect for your instructors, any studio staff and your fellow dancers, is expected from all students at all times! 

-Class time is a place for work, and not just for talking and fun.  If the instructor is busy, please use this time to improve on your dancing skills.

-Cell phones must be on silent (not vibrate) if you must bring them to dance with you.

-You should bring a water bottle to every class.  You will be dancing some very long hours, and it is important to keep hydrated both for you health, and your energy. If you do have a long dance night, please make sure that you bring a healthy snack with you as well

-BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE!  FOCUS ON YOURSELF, NOT ON OTHERS!  BELIEVE IN YOURSELF! 
-You must be at every competition, ready to dance, 1 hour prior to your first scheduled competition time.
-New Policies we are keeping from 2007-08: 

   -Diamond dancers will not be allowed to wear catalog costumes for groups, solos, duos, etc…
   -Parents are not allowed to sit in on Pvt. lessons or classes for more than the last 10 minutes
   -Your accounts will be charged and you will be responsible for all classes you sign up for until a drop form is filled out

   -You must fill out your competition charges form before each competition. Your fees will not be accepted without one.

   -Pvt. lessons are due on or before the day of the lesson.  A $5.00 late will be added if not paid.

PARENT POLICY- Parents must behave in a respectable, positive, mature manner at the studio as well as all events in which they represent Dance Tech Studios. This may include but is not limited to: studio rehearsal time, competitions, or any outside events or performances. Unacceptable behavior includes:gossiping, excessive drinking, inappropriate language, and/or disrespecting students, parents or instructors. If such behavior occurs, the parent will be asked to leave the event, and possibly asked to take their child with them.  Please don’t let your poor judgment ruin what should be a wonderful and exciting time for your child, thank you.  

STUDIO RULES: 

-Class punctuality is a must!
-No food or beverages allowed in studios except water

-Parents must supervise siblings at all times

-No running or heeleys in the building for safety purposes

-Please put your name on all shoes and clothing.  Bring all valuable into class with you.  Dance Tech is not responsible                                   

  for any lost or stolen items. Lost & found items will be kept for only 2 weeks, after that it will be donated.
-No inappropriate talk or actions in or out of class will be tolerated!  Please be considerate of those around you.
-Dancers must clean up after themselves.  Any food, homework, or personal messes must be cleaned up.
Student Lounge Rules- This is your place.  Please take care of it.  Pick up after yourselves and be considerate of others, meaning do not leave your stuff all over, take up a small space and keep all bags off tables and close to walls so that everyone has room.  Students will receive a “lounge strike” every time these rules are not followed.  Three strikes and you will not be allowed to use the student lounge for one month.  Three more strikes and you are out of the lounge for the remainder of the year, sorry! These rules also apply to the back room area.  Please clean up the microwave, refrigerator, sink or any area that you make a mess in.
Parents/Students:

Please remember that all decisions we make concerning any and all dancers and dances, are made in the best interests of all involved. Please refrain from discussing other dancers and do not gossip.  Please do not speculate as to our motives and/or conclusions.  If you have questions or concerns, please come to us, we will be happy to discuss anything with you!  We want students and parents that work together to build a great team!!

CONTRACT SIGNING:

Please read and sign the below info and turn it into the front desk, thank you!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Parent:

I have read and discussed all the information in this pamphlet with my dancer and hereby give permission for my child to participate in the competition group she/he was placed in for the 2008-09 dance season.  I also understand that this is a yearly commitment and that they cannot quit mid-year unless it is a medical problem or  relocation.  There are no refunds on payments made for costumes or competition fees.

Dancer:

I, as a selected member of Dance Tech’s Competitive teams have read and agree to abide by the contents of this pamphlet.  I recognize my responsibility to my teammates and instructors to follow all rules and regulations stated in this pamphlet.  I agree to give 100% effort to my dance team in all areas required for the 2008-09 dance season.

_____________________________________                                       ______________________________________

Dancer’s signature                                                                                    Parent’s signature

Date_________________________________                                        Date__________________________________

STUDENTS NAME________________________________        GROUP____________________________________

COMPETITION___________________________________         DATE_____________________________________

# of solos

__________@   $______ each

Solo total     

$___________
# of duos

__________@   $______ each

Duo total      

$___________
# of trios

__________@   $______ each

Trio total      

$___________
# of small groups
__________@   $______ each

Sgrp. Total   

$___________

# of large groups
__________@   $______ each

Lgrp. Total

$___________

# of productions
__________@   $______ each

Prod. Total

$___________

# of extras

__________@   $______ each

Extras total

$___________










GRAND TOTAL
$___________
PAID BY CHECK #____________________________________

CASH(cash received must be initialed by Jan) ________________

STUDENTS NAME________________________________        GROUP____________________________________

COMPETITION___________________________________         DATE_____________________________________

# of solos

__________@   $______ each

Solo total     

$___________
# of duos

__________@   $______ each

Duo total      

$___________
# of trios

__________@   $______ each

Trio total      

$___________
# of small groups
__________@   $______ each

Sgrp. Total   

$___________

# of large groups
__________@   $______ each

Lgrp. Total

$___________

# of productions
__________@   $______ each

Prod. Total

$___________

# of extras

__________@   $______ each

Extras total

$___________










GRAND TOTAL
$___________
PAID BY CHECK #____________________________________       

CASH(cash received must be initialed by Jan) ________________

STUDENTS NAME________________________________        GROUP____________________________________

COMPETITION___________________________________         DATE_____________________________________

# of solos

__________@   $______ each

Solo total     

$___________
# of duos

__________@   $______ each

Duo total      

$___________
# of trios

__________@   $______ each

Trio total      

$___________
# of small groups
__________@   $______ each

Sgrp. Total   

$___________

# of large groups
__________@   $______ each

Lgrp. Total

$___________

# of productions
__________@   $______ each

Prod. Total

$___________

# of extras

__________@   $______ each

Extras total

$___________










GRAND TOTAL
$___________
PAID BY CHECK #____________________________________

CASH(cash received must be initialed by Jan) ________________
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